DUETS FOR ONE MARIMBA

These duets exploit the ability of the modern 4 1/3 octave marimba to have 2 players (and therefore up to 8 mallets) perform on it. The first duet salutes the marimba’s Central American home, in a shifting south-of -the-border gentle dance. The second is based on the five-against-four rhythmic pattern, which generates a Scotch Snap and so this basically pentatonic piece is a tongue-in-cheek piece of Scottishery. The third duet is a tribute to a colleague of the composer’s who died far too young. The final duet is an exercise in writing a Two-part Invention away from Bach’s mould, the emphasis being on rhythmic drive and harmonic expansion as much as counterpoint. The spectacle of 2 players negotiating the one instrument, and the choreography that entails, adds to the audience(and players’!) enjoyment. 

